
AYA BEN RON

CURATOR: AVI LUBIN



WWW.FIELDHOSPITALX.ORG



FIELD HOSPITAL X | AYA BEN RON

by Avi Lubin

Field Hospital X (FHX) is a new project by artist Aya Ben Ron. It is a mobile, 
international institution, an organization that is committed to researching  
the way art can react and act in the face of social ills. Learning from the 
structure and practice of hospitals, health maintenance organizations and 
healing resorts, FHX provides a space in which silenced voices can be heard 
and social injustices can be seen. It launches at the Israeli Pavilion at the 
Venice Biennale, and from there it will travel to various sites around the 
world, develop and expand.

Over the years, Ben Ron's work has dealt with ideas about healing, repair 
and rescue; delving into the essence of medical ethics, and challenging the 
relations between caregiving and receiving care.

In 2003, Ben Ron created First Aid, a concertina book and a black and 
white booklet, using the instructions from an official Israel Defense Forces 
handbook, taking them out of context and recombining them. The booklet 
also contains drawings based on illustrations of evacuations of civilians and 
soldiers. IDF soldiers have reappeared in her work Patterns (2002), which 
combines drawings of soldiers demonstrating the Fireman's Carry technique 
together with arabesque tiles, composing a geometric pattern.

Ben Ron's practice includes collaborations with different medical institutions 
and hospitals in Israel and around the world. A Voyage to Cythera (2012), 
for example, was an intervention in the permanent collection of the Berlin 
Museum of Medical History at the Charité (curators: Thomas Schnalke  
and Galit Eilat). Ben Ron created a voyage in the museum collection where 
visitors pass through 18 stations, telling an alternative story about the lives 
of patients whose organs are preserved in glass jars and stored on shelves. 
Another example is Shift (2009-2011), a documentary about patients in a 
persistent vegetative situation (coma), shot at the Head Injury Department  
of Reuth Medical Center in Tel Aviv. The video follows the daily routine of 
the patients, their families, and care staff over a period of two years.  



Rescue (2012, The Israel Museum, curator: Aya Miron) includes a suspended 
steel sculpture and a video in which Ben Ron, dressed as a nurse, is strapped 
onto a stretcher and hung upside down in mid-air. The rescue procedure was 
guided by the Head of Patient Safety at Hadassah Medical Center Jerusalem, 
and the director of Israel's emergency medical services training department.
 
In 2017, Ben Ron created No Body, a video about abuse in the family, that tells 
her personal story after many years of silence. In this video, Ben Ron shifts 
the gaze directly to her own childhood trauma. This shift has an important 
influence on the way we can retroactively understand her body of work as a 
personal testimony, and read her continuous interest in the power relations 
between physicians and patients as a metaphor for the relations between 
parents and children. It also marks an important transition in her artistic 
practice from working from within the wounded body, from personal post-
trauma, to a public option for healing. In this sense, the confrontation with the 
trauma in No Body is what has led to the establishment of Field Hospital X.

It is interesting to note that even though Ben Ron herself appeared in some  
of her previous works, she always portrayed a character, usually that of 
a nurse. In No Body she appears as herself, and not as a character, yet as 
an animated figure who is drawn frame by frame (rotoscopy) on filmed 
scenery. FHX begins a new path where Ben Ron is neither the nurse, nor 
the protagonist, but rather the director of a hospital that operates as an 
independent institution, in reality.

When visitors enter Field Hospital X they are patients, recipients of care.  
They take a queue number and wait in the Reception Area. When their 
number is called, they go to the reception desk and choose a Risk-Wristband. 
In the Reception Area, they watch the FHX TV Program, where they are  
told to "be patient; be a patient." Then, they are invited to enter a Safe-Unit 
and learn how to produce a Self-Contained Shout. Afterwards, they sit on  
a Care-Chair, where they can personally view one of the FHX Care-Kits, 
which presents a short video by an invited artist, confronting a social ill 
through a personal story.
 



On the Care-Chair, the visitors are put in a double position: on the one hand 
they are seated on the Care-Chairs like patients and are receiving care by 
FHX staff; on the other hand, they become the caretakers, who are invited to 
truly listen, to form an opinion, and to care.
 
In the Care-Kit, after the short video, visitors may watch Second-Opinions  
by FHX experts. Second-Opinions have two different roles. Through  
them, visitors can open up to a new perspective, get more information  
and hear a different point of view about what they just saw. In addition, 
Second-Opinions help to break the speechlessness and the silence that often 
surround stories about personal trauma, giving words to what is usually 
unarticulated, and helping the visitors to speak out.
 
Through Field Hospital X, Ben Ron creates a space that enables people to 
talk about their traumas, and the social injustice that affected them. It is a 
space that gives the opportunity to speak without being subordinated to the 
expectations of the legal system, the media and the public atmosphere. In 
FHX, art is not abstract and ambiguous, but rather takes a stand. FHX enables 
people to talk about their own trauma in their own terms, and encourages the 
visitors to care, to listen and to see what is happening in front of them.



RECEPTION AREA

When visitors enter Field Hospital X  
they take a queue number. While 
waiting in the Reception Area,  
they watch the FHX TV Program 
and read the FHX Booklet to  
receive information about the 
hospital's ideology, its Care-Areas 
and Care-Kits. Once their number 
is called, they go to the reception 
desk, choose a Risk-Wristband and 
continue to the Care-Areas.





SAFE-UNIT AREA

Safe-Units are facilities in which 
visitors can learn through sound 
instructions how to produce a 
Self-Contained Shout. Learning 
from the principles of Estill Voice 
Training, which promote the 
notion that vocal knowledge is 
vocal power, FHX's Safe-Units give 
the visitors the confidence that 
their voice will always be ready to 
respond to any challenge they may 
face. FHX Safe-Units were inspired 
by the architecture and functions 
of private, small bunkers, and by 
"safe rooms" in mental hospitals, 
designated to protect patients from 
causing harm to themselves and to 
others. They are covered with soft 
mattresses and provide every visitor 
with privacy, a safe place where no 
one watches or listens to them.





CARE-CHAIR AREA

Care-Chairs are designated to 
affect the visitor's physiological and 
emotional conditions, to generate 
attentive listening. Each Care-Chair 
consists of a personal screen and 
headphones for personal viewing 
of FHX Care-Kits. Their design is 
inspired by Dental and Gynecologist 
Chairs. They offer comfortable 
support for the visitors' body, while 
maintaining attentiveness. On the 
Care-Chairs, visitors are patients, 
recipients of care; and at the same 
time, they are Care-Takers, carefully 
listening to someone else.





CARE-KITS

Field Hospital X creates and produces Care-Kits. The core of each Care-Kit 
is a short video by an invited artist that tells a personal story and reveals a 
social injustice. The video is preceded by an introduction and followed by 
two Second-Opinions by FHX experts. Second-Opinions are short responses 
by experts coming from various fields of knowledge and backgrounds: 
philosophy, law, medicine, psychoanalysis, education, and anthropology, 
among others. Through Second-Opinions, visitors can open up to a new 
perspective, get more information and hear a different point of view about 
what they just saw.





AYA BEN RON | NO BODY | 11:35 min, 2017

ANONYMOUS PALESTINIAN | HABIT | 05:46 min, 2019



IDIT AVRAHAMI | INSTITUTIONAL ABDUCTION | 08:20 min, 2019

ROEY VICTORIA HEIFETZ & ZOHAR MELINEK EZRA | BLOCK OF CLAY | 7:24 min, 2019



SECOND OPINION

Sagit Arbel Alon, MD 
Gynecologist, Deputy 
Director of Reuth 
Rehabilitation Hospital 

Amalia Sa'ar 
Associate professor of 
cultural anthropology 
at the University of 
Haifa, Israel

Ze׳ev Degani 
Principal and CEO of 
the Hebrew Gymnasia 
Herzliya and Founder 
and Chairman  
of JustSpirulina

Shai Lavi
Professor of law at  
Tel Aviv University and 
Director of Van Leer 
Jerusalem Institute

Rivka Warshawsky
A Lacanian 
Psychoanalyst and  
a lecturer at  
Bar-Ilan University



Aya Ben Ron

Aya Ben Ron (b. 1967, Israel), is a multidisciplinary artist, who lives and 
works in Tel Aviv. She received an MFA from Goldsmiths College, London 
(1999). She is a professor at the School of the Arts at Haifa University and 
at the Photographic-Communication Department at Hadassah Academic 
College, Jerusalem, Israel. Her work ranges from site specific projects 
and installations to moving-image, documentary and film, and includes 
collaborations with medical institutions and hospitals in Israel and around the 
world. She was awarded the Creativity Encouragement Prize, The Ministry of 
Education and Culture (2016), the Dizengoff Prize (2011), and the Isracard 
and Tel Aviv Museum of Art Prize for an Israeli Artist (2009). In 2012  
Ben Ron's monograph "Hanging" was published by Hatje Cantz.
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2016	� BUSAN BIENNALE, Busan, Korea
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London, UK
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2009	� STANDARD DEVIATION, The Center for Contemporary Art (CCA), Tel Aviv, Israel
2008	� HOMESICK HOME, Musée Juif de Belgique, Brussels, Belgium
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The University of California, Santa Cruz, CA, USA
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2008	� TWISTED REALITY, The Israeli Center for Digital Art, Holon, Israel
2008	� THE HOMES OF OTHERS: Video Art and Photography by Contemporary  

Israeli Artists, Ticho House, The Israel Museum, Jerusalem, Israel
2007	� RESHAMIM 3, The Israeli Biennale for Drawing, Jerusalem Print Workshop, 

Jerusalem, Israel
2007	� KNOCKING ON THE DOOR, The International Incheon Women Artist's Biennale, 

Incheon, South Korea
2007	� SCHMERZ, Hamburger Bahnhof – Museum für Gegenwart, Berlin, Germany
2006	� COMO VIVER JUNTO, Bienal de São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil
2006	� STILL UNDER TREATMENT, International Competition, Short Film Festival 

Oberhausen, Oberhausen, Germany
2006	� A RICH SEAM, Petach Tikva Museum, Petach Tikva, Israel
2006	� IN BETWEEN PLACES: New Art From Israel, Vivian Horan Fine Art,  

New York, NY, USA
2006	� ILLNESS REPORT, The Art Gallery, Ben-Gurion University, Beer-Sheva,Israel
2006	� PRIZES IN ART FROM THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE, The Israel Museum, 

Jerusalem, Israel
2006	� FAR AND AWAY: The Fantasy of Japan in Contemporary Israeli Art,  

The Israel Museum, Jerusalem, Israel
2005	� BETWEEN MAN & PLACE, Ssamzie Space, Seoul, South Korea
2005	� LOOP VIDEO ART, Barcelona, Spain
2005	� WOUNDS AND BANDAGING, Umm el-Fahem Art Gallery, Umm el-Fahem, Israel
2005	� WHY DON'T YOU SAY IT?, Herzliya Museum of Art, Herzliya, Israel
2005	� TO BE LOOKED AT, CLOSE TO, Ashdod Museum of Art, Ashdod, Israel
2004	� DEATH OF ROMANCE, 17–21 Ganton Street, London, UK
2004	� GEWALT, Loushy Art & Edition, Tel Aviv, Israel
2003	� HILCHOT SHCHENIM, The Israeli Center for Digital Art, Holon, Israel
2003	� UTOPIA, Beit Hagefen, Arab-Jewish Center, Haifa, Israel
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University of Haifa & Bei Ha'omanim, Tel Aviv, Israel
2002	� THE WATER PARTING, The Turkish Hamam, Acco Festival, Acre, Israel
2002	� DIE FIRST, One In The Other Gallery, London, UK
2002	� CROSSING DISCIPLINE BOUNDARIES, The Royal Society, London, UK
2002	� ATOMS IN THE FAMILY, International 3 Gallery, Manchester, UK
2000	� FRONT, bilis 2000, London, UK
1998	� FRACTIONS: An Israeli Video-Art Collection, Einav Centre, Tel Aviv, Israel,  

and Podewil, Berlin, Germany
1998	� LA CONSCIENZA LUCCICANTE, Palazzo Esposizioni, Rome, Italy
1998	� CONDITION REPORT: Photography In Israel Today, The Israel Museum, 
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AWARDS
2016	� Creativity Encouragement Prize, The Ministry of Education and Culture, Israel
2011	� Dizengoff Prize, Tel Aviv, Israel
2010	� Special Projects in Art, Joshua Rabinovich Foundation, Tel Aviv, Israel
2009	� Isracard and Tel Aviv Museum of Art Prize for an Israeli Artist, Tel Aviv, Israel
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2001	� Artist-in-Residence, The Wellcome Trust Institute, London, UK

Avi Lubin (b. 1977, Israel) is a curator and writer in the field of contemporary 
art. Currently he is curator of HaMidrasha Gallery – Hayarkon 19 and  
co-editor of Tohu Magazine – a trilingual online art magazine, published in 
Hebrew, Arabic and English since 2015. Between 2014-2019 he was heading 
the theoretical studies of the Postgraduate Program of Fine Art at the Faculty 
of Arts – Hamidrasha, Beit Berl College. Lubin has curated solo and group 
exhibitions in public and private galleries, museums and alternative spaces  
in Israel and around the world, including "Art School," Tel Aviv Museum  
of Art (Helena Rubinstein Pavilion); "The Hidden Passengers," Apexart,  
New York; "Dark Times," The Genia Schreiber University Art Gallery, 
Tel Aviv University; "Fog," The National Gallery of Kosovo; "The Magic 
Kingdom," Beit Uri and Rami Nehoshtan Museum; "Circular Movements," 
Kunstverein Kunsthaus, Potsdam; "Vestige," Art Cube Gallery, Artists' 
Studios, Jerusalem; and Mixed Chromosome, MOM Artspace, Hamburg.  
His articles have been published in academic journals, magazines, 
monographs and catalogs.

Avi Lubin
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Camera, Rental: Utopia, Glikson
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RESEARCH AND CONSULTATION
Van Leer Jerusalem Institute: 
Prof. Shai Lavi, Dr. Yochi Fischer, 
Ronna Brayer-Garb, Dr. Miri Rozmarin, 
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Amram (Ruach Ha׳Mizrah Association)
Prof. Ofer Merin Colonel (res), 
Commander IDF Field Hospital,  
Director General Shaare Zedek  
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Tel-Aviv University
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